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NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, November 5; 6:30 p.m.
Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services Center (DHHSC), 5340 N. Fresno Street

MEMBER’S SALES NIGHT
Thursday, November 5"; 6:30; DHHSC, 5340 N. Fresno Street

- SEE PAGE TWO FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION -

Some tips for customers. bring boxes, bring small bills, bring your checkbooks!Tips for vendors. bring a
stash of small bills and quarters for making change; sticky labels (just in case); pemsarkers; calculator;
extra bags and boxes; throw that folding table in the car (just in case). We need someone to brisigop
vac, or two, to clean up after the wheeling and dealing. The Sales Night is being advertised to the gel
public, so we canexpect a good crowd.

NEXT MONTH : We have our annual potluck Holiday party in December. The club will supply ttip
and ham. Mary Drumheller and Mary Ann Diaz Villegas will be in charge, and will circulate a sigap
sheet at this meeting. Dwight Homnichi will oversee the gift exchange, and we will also have a sile
auction. December 3 ---put it on your calendar now!

CLUB LIBRARY: The library will not be available until the January 2010 meeting, and fines for boc
normally due in November or De@mber will be suspended. If you know you will not be at the Janua
meeting, you can bring your books to Madeleine at the December meeting.

THANKS: To Nick Deinhart, for agreeing to serve ou

Ouita Windmueller's term on the Board of Directors; tc Happy Birthday

Rudy Rulloda, for helping keep an eye on the Deutsc

Garden on Saturday, October 24th.There was ¢

respectable turnout for the event that day, though not

lot of foot traffic through the garden. Apparently thert ,

have been a few incidents of kid/cactus encounte Karen Willoughby (7; Sue Haffner (14
lately, so we were asked to keep watchAn especially Josie Thomas ()6 Veone Gale (17
conspicuous plant these days is the big Opun Cindy Duwe (29; Marine Echapare (39

leptocaulis with its mass of red fruits.The recent rain
had brought out the leaves on the fouquerias.A i
Ferocactus townsendianus with a damageduced offset
had the offset blooming furiously. A family came in tc
eat their lunch at the picnic table on the mound unde
the palo verde tree. Paul Mitchell is keeping the gard:
looking very well.

SAY HELLO TO THESE NEW MEMBERS:.
Ruth Saludes (welcome back)
Don, Martha & Corie Schwabenland
Michael Kochmanski
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Club access:President/Newsletter, Sue Haffner, 292-5624, such@csufresno.edu; Programs, Pam Margosan, 252-2360,
pmargosan@aol.com; Treasurer, Polly Dunklin, 266-9143, pollydee@comcast.net; Refreshments, Marian Orvis, 226-0145,
mforvet@earthlink.net; Librarian, Madeleine Mitchell, 638- 2784, madeleine43@comcast.net; Webmaster, Larry Homan, 277-8404,
lhoman@comcast.net; Sunshine, Nick Deinhart, nickjoe(209@csufresno.edu




MEMBER’S SALES NIGHT COMING SOON!

~ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ~

Everyone is welcome to our 3" Annual Member’s Sales Night  on Thursday, November 5 ™

from7:30 -9:30 pm

The group of members below will be selling, trading or giving away their plants and other hobby
related items. We will also have a great assortment of snacks a  nd refreshments to add to the
enjoyment of the evening thanks to the generous group of members you see below.

| hope you are looking forward to this annual special program event! I'm looking forward to
seeing all of you for a fun and rewarding evening!  Pam

SET- UP TIME FOR SELLERS: 6:30 PM -7:30 PM

SELLERS REFRESHMENTS/SNACKS
Doris Hooton

Paul & Madeleine Mitchell Mary Ann Diaz Villegas

Jamie & Sandra Alvarez

| Polly Dunklin
Laurie Montgomery Alice Rodriquez
Charlie Nelson Susan Cook

Nick Deinhart

Rudy Rulloda

Don & Dolores Martin
Val McCullough
Linda Lo pez

Mary Drumbheller
Larry Homan

Sue Haffner

Fred Gaumer

Jack Fleming

Mark Muradian
Anthony Thomas
Pam & Dennis Margosan

Herb Thorne

Peggy Lawson
Rosanna Furioso- Rojas
Carmen Linares
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ANOTHER PLANT SALE: If the Member’s Sale Night isn’t enough for you, the Central California African Violet
Society will have a plant sale on Saturday, Nov."7 at Manchester Center (at the sah end near the carousel, we
believe). Hours: 10to 3

BIG EVENT THIS MONTH: San Gabriel Valley C&S Society show and sale, Nov-g, Los Angeles County
Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia; hours, 9 to 4.

CLUB WORKSHOP : Wednesday, Nov. 18th, SenioCenter, Manchester Center; 6 m.
Subjects: plants in genera starting with-U-V (let's see: Tylecodon, Turbinicarpus, Thelocactus, Uebelmannia, et
etc.) Comeon outfor a bit of cactus talk to break up the holidays.



Many thanks to those who came out tothe Fair to “host” our exhibit

In no particular order:

Anthony Thomas — second year at the Fair...had some nice plants entered

Paul & Madeleine Mitchell —two appearances, thank you

Rudy Rulloda - Best of Show Dish Garden...nice job with his “backup” entry

Ron & Charlene Stebles-thanks Charlene for volunteering with Fair Ed, too

Sue Haffner— so that's a monstrose Golden Barrel?...cool...

Bill Randolph — three appearances...thank you, thank you, thank you

Veone Gale— some remarkable exhibits...crested euphorbia, mammilaria...

Chuck Thew— now you're furloughed...see you next year?

Rudy & Paulette Rapisura- gotta take the g’kids to the Fair, after all

Rebekah Carlson-thanks...hope you got caught up on some of your reading

Peg Lawson— sorry, no tips for the track this year...hope you did okay anyway

Polly Dunklin —1 tried to get word to yau the night before the rain came

Fred Gaumer—a “walk on”...thanks for keeping us company in the rain

Mary Ann Diaz Villegas ——two appearances...entries next year, okay?

Vickie Veen—two appearances...and we’ll want to see some of your plants next year, too
RosannaFurioso-Rojas— keep Bob “in the loop”, he’'d probably get something out of joining
Carmen Linares—thank you...I think you've done this sort of thing before

Mark Muradian —a “walk on”, thanks for coming out with your “guest”

Mary Drumheller — her brother also stopped by...”kept me company” for quite some time
Sue Cook-glad to see you could get your Dad out to the Fair, too

Sarah Martin— “nice seein’ ya again for the first time”...stop by Elton’s up by your way
Justin Delemus- so, did ya get a gyrat the Sleek Greek, or chicken kebab at Chicken Charlie’s"
Dennis & Pam Margosan— thanks for the lecture, “professor” Margosan...the flower, huh?
Lynn Horiuchi —watching the “donkeys” run is kinda fun...oh, and that plant thing, too

I've always volurteered for stuff (going to the Fair can be pretty tough duty, after all) for my ov
benefit and well being, going home feeling better about myself for having done what I can to help wt
needed. Any benefit that the organization gains....all the better. hig includes the Floriculture Building,
where the building superintendent, Jennifer Waite, is always grateful for our participation. Our prese
demonstrates an involved membership, and helps Jennifer present a building of activity and pe
passionateabout what they do. (As an aside, the “orchid guy” and the bonsai guys make me i
bad...doing demonstrations periodically during the Fair. Any volunteers/suggestions for a br
demonstration for next year’s Fair? Maybe something in response to a retwy question you
encountered while hosting the exhibit?) Anyways, at minimum, | hope every one of you that came ou
the Fair went home feeling better about yourself...and had some fun doing it. The Fresno Cactu
Succulent Society certainly appreates your time and effort. Enough of that...

With the “members sale night” meeting this month, we seem to have happened upon a 1
recruitment tool. Did any of you who volunteered come across a visitor who asked, “where do you fi
these plants?” And did you respond...”as a matter of fact our November meeting is sales night...”? |
hoping for at least a couple visitors who might not have otherwise made it to our next meeting. W
see....

And having some new folks out to the Fair this year, mde we’ll get more exhibitors next year, toc
For those who asked about showing plants at the Fair, remember, no “guarantees” about how you m
do, but it'’s a lotta fun (and a little work, too, getting the plants ready).

Again, my thanks to alho came out to the Fair this year.
Dwight Horiuchi



Pam Margosan- Pachypodium lamerei
Rudy Rulloda - Best DishGarden

Pam Margosan - Agave titanota

Sue Haffner- Monstrose
Grusonii golden barrel

Veone Gale- Crested Euphorbia
Lacta

i Pam Margosan - Euphorbia ) )
Pam Margosan- Bowia Obesa Pam Margosan - Calibanus hookeri



BRAG TABLE: October was the last month of the year for the Brag Table. Everyone w
participated—please give yourself a big round of applause and a Laurel and Hardy handshake! Tr
avoid touching others this flu season. Tére is always a good selection of plants for display. We ¢
always get more tables, so don’t hold back because you may think that space is limited. | am happy tc
that the board has approved an increase in the Brag Table allowance to three times thewarnthat we
had this year!! (O times any number = 0). Don’t leave that plant at home! We have the room.

| would like to add that | am always thrilled to see something that someone has brought to the meet
It gives me a chance to see what othease growing. Sometimes we are able to identify that mystery ple
without a name. And other times we, as a group, can give some cultivation advice on how to make y
plant the beautiful thing that you know it can be.

Be careful when transporting you plants. Plants, in general, are usual
unstable in a moving vehicle; succulent plants more so. During the hot months
aware of sunlight hitting your plants through the windows. It is something | ai
still learning. And when it's cold make sure youtender ones are not left too lon
in an unheated car.

Thanks, again, for making the Brag Table a fun project (and my apologies to
Anthony Thomas for neglecting the beautiful Ferocactus latispinus he brought in
October. It has great purple flowes and is a fero thadoesn’t need to be huge to b

|
Grigsby Cactus Gardens mature') Fred G-

FAIR UPDATE : Congratulations to Pam Margosan, whose Espostoa lanata was judged E

Cactus and her amazing crested Pachypodium lamerei was judged Best Succulent. Rudy Ru
won Best Dish Garden. Other club memérs who exhibited plants were: Dwight Horiuchi, Sue Haffne
Anthony Thomas, Madeleine Mitchell, Veone Gale, Val McCullough, Chuck Thew, Paul Mitchell, Don
La Mont and Tom Meyer. | believe the number of entries was less than last year, especially on thetus
side, so we hope that more of you will prepare show plants for next year.

Many, many thanks to Dwight for all his devotion to the Fair and to the cactus and succulent exhil

He was there every day, including the day it rained, and helped to w® some of the plants out of th
weather. Even before then, at the October meeting, realizing that he had left the Fair passes at hbwn
dashed down to Selma and got back with them by the time our speaker was winding up. Whew!
He also made and distbuted club information sheets, as we didn’'t have our usual storyboard exhil
(Herb Thorne, who created and stores it, was out of town.) Dwight enthusiastically talked up the cl
answered questions, dealt with drunks in the evening, and was just gelgrthe “face” of the club. Many
thanks, also, to all of you who helped keep an eye on the plants. People seem unable to keep their tm
themselves, for some reason.

Further to Fred’s comment above regarding plant transport: on breakdown daytla¢ Fair an exhibitor
(not a member of our club, though she ought to be) had an accident moving her plants to her car.
pots were on a cart, not stabilized in boxes, and the motion of the cart threw off a large cactus; the
smashed but the plant apgared undamaged. If your plants are at all tepeavy or inclined to bounce
around, be sure to have them in boxes. | was also using a similar cart and taking the same route, bt
plants were in boxes, so suffered no problemsSue

Update from last month’s newsletter comment regarding Stephen McCabe, the Dudleya expert who was in dang
of losing his position at U.C.Santa Cruz: we hear that his job has been saved. Good news!
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CSSA MEMBERS: Those of you who are Cactus & Succulent Society dimerican members noticed, | hope that
your renewal forms were mailed with the journal that you recently received. A return envelope was included. Al
note that the annual election ballot is included in the centerfold of the newsletter, To the Point.wibuld be good

for the society if more members would participate in the elections. The rate of return of the ballots is pretty low.



AZTEKIUM RITTERI

Aztekium ritteriis one of the most unusual cacti ¢
Mexico, one of those iconic plants that, once seen,an
never be forgotten, nor confused with any other cactus.

The plant is depressegdlobular in shape, small (to ¢
cm.), with 9-11 ribs, which appear quite wrinkled an
greenishyellow to gray in color. Between the norma
areolebearing ribs there aresmall secondary ribs reachin
halfway up the plant. Spines are weak, soon washed
blown away by atmospheric phenomena so that plants al
basically, spineless. Plants in cultivation may display smi
spines only at the growing point. The flowers are hite.

The plant was first described in 1928 (&schinocactus ritteriThe genusAztekiumwas erected for it the
following year, the name commemorating the notion that the plant’s form resembles Aztec carvings. -
specific name honors German plantsan Friedrich Ritter (18981989). Unitil the discovery in 1991 o
A.hintonii, it was the only species in the genus.

Aztekium ritteris native to the northeast Mexican state of Nuevo Leon, in a very specialized hab
restricted to 3 sites in a singlealley. Site 1 is a steep, narrow limestone canyon with nearly vertical sid
Most of the plants occur on the steeper north side in shaley limestone plates, the plates aligned vert
and perpendicular to the cliff surface with fine clajike materid filling the cracks in between them. Th
plants grow in association with tiny mosses and lichens. Site 2, on the southern edge of the vall
similar, except that the rocks there seem to be gypsum. Site 3, discovered in 1984, is in the eastern «
the valley, where the plants are found on vertical nortfacing cliffs that consist of mud and rounde
limestone rocks compacted into a firm conglomerate. The site is near an old road; a new road lies a
the cliffs, leading to fears that the area cadilbe destabilized by landslides. Those who have visited 1
sites report that accessible plants have been either gathered by collectors or predated by animals, but
higher up are safe, given that the shale cliffs are quite treacherous for both humemd goats.

Elton Roberts writes in a September 2007 email: “24 years ago when | moved here to Ripon | hi
really nice Aztekium ritteri. It was a 6headed plant. It was in fine health and you could see growth on
every year—that is ‘til | moved here. That fine plant died from my not discovering what was causing .
my plants to stop growing and slowly trying to die. | have to assume that Aztekium ritteri was mc
sensitive to alkaline water than a lot of plants, as it died in the almost 3 yeargook to learn about
alkaline water. All | have now are grafted plants ... The plants are very slow growing so it is not eas
grow a plant to any size in less than about 50 years. | have several plants that are grafted and on &
the plants growquite fast. A single head can be offetting in a year’s time or less ... On a graft the pla
blooms several times a year. This is close to the end of September and it is still blooming and has be:
about a month. If you have a plant on its own rootslo not give it a very deep container, as it does n
have deep roots. Give the plant a fast draining soil and give acidic water. If you have a grafted plant
protected to some degree by how hardy the graft stock is. If a plant is on its own rabisn | would keep
it sedveral degrees above freezing.”

Sue

Pictures by Elton Roberts



